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Employment             

2023-present University of Ghent, Belgium, 

  Associate Professor in Philosophy (recipient ERC Starting Grant) 

 

2021-2023 University of Zürich, Switzerland 

Ambizione Fellow (recipient grant from the Swiss National Science Foundation, app €502,000) 

 

2018-2021 KU Leuven, Belgium & Umeå University, Sweden 

Postdoctoral Research Fellow (recipient grant from Swedish Research Council, app. €305,000) 

  

2016-2018 Max Planck Institute for the Study of Religious and Ethnic Diversity, Germany 

  Postdoctoral research fellow in Ethics, Law and Politics 

Education             

2023   Aberystwyth University, UK 

LLM in Law 

 

2016  European University Institute, Italy 

PhD in Political Science (Specialization: Political Theory) 
- Thesis: “A Theory of Liberal Neutrality and Toleration”  

- Supervisors: Rainer Bauböck (EUI) & Alan Patten (Princeton University) 

- Examiners: Richard Bellamy (EUI & University College London), Will 

Kymlicka (Queen’s University) and Cécile Laborde (University College London) 

 

- Princeton University, US 

Visiting Student Research Collaborator, Fall 2015 

 

2014  European University Institute, Italy 

MRes in Political Science 

 

2013  University of St Andrews, UK 

MPhil in Philosophy 

- Thesis: “Liberalism and Internally Illiberal Minority Cultures” 

- Supervisors: Rowan Cruft (Stirling) & Marcia Baron (St Andrews) 

- Examiners: Chandran Kukathas (LSE) and Andrea Baumeister (Stirling) 

  

2012  King’s College London, UK 

MA in Philosophy 

 

2011  Maastricht University, The Netherlands  

  BA in Arts and Culture 

- Honours Programme , 2009-2011 

- Semester abroad, San Diego State University, US, 2010 

  

http://www.boukedevries.net/
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Published/Accepted for publication (peer-reviewed)        

 

De Vries, B. (forthcoming). Microaggressions, Attributional Ambiguity, and Signalling Failures. Southern 

Journal of Philosophy. 

 

De Vries, B. (2023). Selling visibility-boosts on dating apps: A problematic practice? Ethics and Information  

Technology, 25(2), 30. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10676-023-09704-y 

 

De Vries, B. (2023). Is swearing morally innocent? Ratio, 36(2), 159–168. https://doi.org/10.1111/rati.12373 

 

De Vries, B. (2023). Why Shouldn’t Race Be a Costume? A (Qualified) Defense of Wearing Cross-Racial  

Make-Up During Halloween. Journal of Controversial Ideas, 3, 1. https://doi.org/10.35995/jci03010006 

 

De Vries, B. (2023). Can Monarchies Be Justified? Law, Ethics and Philosophy, 9, 8–24.  

https://doi.org/10.31009/leap.2022.v9.01 

 

De Vries, B. (2023). The Sociability Argument for the Burqa Ban: A Qualified Defense. Criminal Law and 

Philosophy, 17(2).317-33.  https://doi.org/10.1007/s11572-021-09622-4 

 
De Vries, B. (2022). Four Types of Anti-Loneliness Policies. In K. Brownlee, D. Jenkins, & A. Neal (Eds.),  

Being Social: The Philosophy of Social Human Rights. Oxford University Press.  

https://doi.org/10.1093/oso/9780198871194.003.0015 

 

De Vries, B. (2022). Autonomy and End-of-Life. In B. Colburn (Ed.) The Routledge Handbook of Autonomy.  

Routledge. 

 

De Vries, B. (2022). Lowering Toilet Seats: Why It Should Be the Norm Ettik i Praksis: Nordic Journal of 
Applied Ethics. 16(1). 21-31. https://doi.org/10.5324/eip.v16i1.4112 

 

De Vries, B. (2022). Sending people to care homes in lower-income countries: A qualified defence. Bioethics,  

36(1), 85–92. https://doi.org/10.1111/bioe.12948 

 

De Vries, B. (2022). Care-Deficits and Polarization: Why the Time is Ripe for a Universal Care Conscription.  

Nursing Ethics, 29(3), 709–718. https://doi.org/10.1177/09697330211046649 

 

De Vries, B. (2022). Should Autists Have Cultural Rights? Human Rights Review, 23(2), 205–219.  

https://doi.org/10.1007/s12142-021-00642-0 

 

De Vries, B. (2021). Autism and the Right to a Hypersensitivity-Friendly Workplace. Public Health Ethics, 

14(3).281-287. https://doi.org/10.1093/phe/phab021 

 

De Vries. B. (2021). Should higher-income countries pay their citizens to move to foreign care homes? Journal 

of Medical Ethics, 47(10), 684-688. https://doi: 10.1136/medethics-2020-106380 

 

De Vries B. (2021). Black Pete, King Balthasar, and the New Orleans Zulus: Can Black Make-Up Traditions 

Ever Be Justified? Journal of Controversial Ideas, 1(1):8. 

 

De Vries, B. (2021). ‘Today a Christian Nation, Tomorrow a Muslim Nation’: A Defence of Rotating State 

Religions. Ethical Theory and Moral Practice 24(1), 301–316. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10677-020-10143-7 

 

De Vries. B. (2021). Granny Export? The morality of sending older relatives to care homes abroad. Journal of 

Bioethical Inquiry, 18(3). 445-464.  https://doi.org/10.1007/s11673-021-10118-y 

 

https://doi.org/10.5324/eip.v16i1.4112
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De Vries, B. (2021). State responsibilities to protect us from loneliness during lockdown. Kennedy  

Institute of Ethics Journal, 31(1). 1-15. https://doi.org/10.1353/ken.2021.0002 

 

De Vries, B. (2021). Five Arguments Against Single State Religions. Ethnicities, 21(1), 192–210. 
https://doi.org/10.1177/1468796821989751. (Subject of a symposium with commentaries by Jonathan Seglow, 

Andrews Shorten, and Geoffrey Levey.) 

 

De Vries, B. (2021). Revisiting the desire-based objection to single state religions: A reply to my critics.  

Ethnicities, 21(1), 226–234. https://doi.org/10.1177/1468796821989750. 

 

De Vries, B. (2021). Why visiting one’s aging mother is not enough: On filial duties to prevent and alleviate 

parental loneliness. Medicine, Health Care and Philosophy, 24(1), 127-133. https://doi.org/10.1007/s11019-

020-10000-5.  

 

De Vries, B. (2021). What does it mean to be ‘illiberal’? Netherlands Journal of Legal Philosophy, 50(1), 13-

21. https://doi.org/10.5553/NJLP/.000102.   

 

De Vries, B. (2020). Keeping out extremists: Refugees, would-be immigrants, and ideological exclusion. 

Journal of Applied Philosophy, 37(5), 746-763. https://doi.org/10.1111/japp.12450. 

 

De Vries, B. (2020). Against Hands-On Neutrality. Politics, Philosophy & Economics, 17(4), 424-446. 

https://doi.org/10.1177/1470594X20924679.  

 

De Vries, B. (2020). Should Children Have a Veto over Parental Decisions to Relocate? Moral and Political 

Philosophy, 7(2), 321-334. https://doi.org/10.1515/mopp-2019-0053 

 

De Vries, B. (2020). Is Multiculturalism Discriminatory? Res Publica, 26(2), 201–214.  

https://doi.org/10.1007/s11158-019-09433-4. 

  

De Vries, B. (2020). ‘I am your son, mother’: Severe dementia and duties to visit parents who can’t recognise 

you. Medicine, Health Care and Philosophy, 23(1), 17-24. https://doi.org/10.1007/s11019-019-09931-5  

 

De Vries, B. (2019). The Right to be Publicly Naked: A Defence of Nudism. Res Publica, 25(3), 407–424.  

https://doi.org/10.1007/s11158-018-09406-z 

 

De Vries, B. (2018). ‘Are Civic Integration Tests Justifiable? A three-step test’, In Poama, A. & A. Lever, The 
Routledge Handbook of Ethics and Public Policy, Oxford: Routledge, pp.407-421. 

https://doi.org/10.4324/9781315461731-33.  

 

De Vries, B. (2017). Multiculturalism and Temporary Migrant Workers”. In Triandafyllidou, A. (ed.) 

Multicultural Governance in a Mobile World. Edinburgh University Press, pp. 265-282. 

https://doi.org/10.3366/j.ctt1tqxt9d.16.  

 

De Vries, B. (2015). “Liberal justificatory neutrality and mandatory vaccination schemes”. In Bardon, A., 

Birnbaum, M., Lee, L., & Stoeckl, K. (eds.) Religious Pluralism: A Resource Book. European University 

Institute, pp. 110-115. https://doi.org/10.2870/860588 

 

 

Research grants (External Funding)          

2023   ERC Starting Grant (app. €1,025.000) 
2021   Ambizione Grant, Swiss National Research Foundation (app. €480,000) 

2018   International Postdoctoral Fellowship, Swedish Research Council (app. €305,000) 
 

https://doi.org/10.5553/NJLP/.000102
https://doi.org/10.1177/1470594X20924679
https://doi.org/10.1515/mopp-2019-0053
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11158-019-09433-4
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11019-019-09931-5
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11158-018-09406-z
https://doi.org/10.4324/9781315461731-33
https://doi.org/10.3366/j.ctt1tqxt9d.16
https://doi.org/10.2870/860588
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2018   Government of Ireland Postdoctoral Fellowship (€91,846; declined) 

Teaching experience            

2023 Lecturer in BA Module Filosofie in de Samenleving (Philosophy in Society), Ghent 

University 

 
2022   Designed and Taught BA seminar on Terrorism and Extremism, University of Zurich 

 

2021 Lecturer in the BA Module ‘Introduction to Political Philosophy (four hours of 

teaching), KU Leuven 

 

2020    Lecturer in winter school ‘Ethics of Dementia Care’ 

 

2020 Lecturer in the MA module ‘Ethical issues in End-of-Life-Care’ (four hours of 

teaching), KU Leuven 

 

2020 Lecturer in the MA module ‘Foundations in Bioethics’ (four hours of teaching), KU 

Leuven 

 

2018 Supervision MA dissertation in politics on the ethics of child labour, University of 

Göttingen  

 

2017 Designed and taught the MA module ‘State neutrality and Multiculturalism’, 

University of Göttingen. 

 

2016 Teaching course (one-week), EUI, accredited by the London School of Economics 

Scholarships and Awards           

2013   Nuffic PhD Scholarship (app. € 68,000) 

2012   Prins Bernhard Cultuurfonds Scholarship (€ 10,000)   

2012   Dr. Hendrik Muller Vaderlandsch Fonds Scholarship (€ 3,000) 

2012   Vreedefonds Grant (€ 6,000 

2011   VSB Scholarship, (€ 7,000) 

2010   Huygens Scholarship (€ 8,000) 

2008-2011   3x Maastricht University ‘Top 3 Percent Students’ award (app. € 5,000) 

 

Service to the profession           

2016-present Reviewer for American Journal of Political Science; Journal of Applied Philosophy, 

Journal of Ethics, Feminist Theory, Journal of Moral Philosophy, Journal of 

Medical Ethics, Bioethics; Ethical Theory and Moral Practice (2x), Southern 

Journal of Philosophy, Res Publica (2x), Kennedy Institute of Ethics Journal, 

Medicine, Health Care and Philosophy, Journal of Controversial Ideas; Children 

and Society; Southern Journal of Philosophy; New Diversities; and Ethiek en 
Maatschappij 

 

2018 Organiser of the conference ‘The Ethics of Migration beyond the Immigrant-State 

Nexus’, Keynotes by Michael Blake, Valeria Ottonelli, David Owen, Ayelet Shachar, 

and Rainer Bauböck), EUI 

 

2017 Organiser workshop ‘Political theory: aims, scope, methods’, MPI-MMG (with Prof. 

Peter Niesen)  
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2016 Organiser workshop ‘Reflective Equilibrium and its Discontents’ with Prof.     

Robert Heeger (Utrecht University), EUI 

 

2015 Organiser of the ‘Ethics reading group’ (chaired five two-hour sessions in which 

participants discussed seminal texts in moral philosophy), EUI 

 

2014-2016  Convener of the ‘Legal and political theory working group’ (organised talks by 

Richard Bellamy, Brian Leiter, Kevin Toh, Will Kymlicka, Ian Carter, David 

Dyzenhaus, Cécile Laborde, Rainer Bauböck, Matteo Bonnotti, and Emanuela 

Ceva), EUI  

Public Engagement and Media Coverage         
 

Loneliness  

- I have co-authored a report for the UK Houses of Parliament Joint Committee on Human Rights on the 

effects of lockdowns on our social human rights 

https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/9037/pdf/  

 

Aged care 

- I have witten a blog contribution about my article on paying people to move to care homes within lower-

income countries. https://blogs.bmj.com/medical-ethics/2021/03/23/paying-people-to-move-to-care-homes-

within-lower-income-countries-daft-or-desirable/ 

- The article has also been discussed by: 

• The Florida News Times: https://floridanewstimes.com/rich-countries-advise-paying-older-people-

living-in-long-term-care-facilities-in-low-income-countries/187396/  

• Medical Press: https://medicalxpress.com/news/2021-03-elderly-homes-income-countries-rich.html  

 

Nudism/naturism 

- Interview with Esquire 

https://www.esquiresg.com/features/naturism-nudism-naturalism-public-nakedness-free-the-nipple-

modesty/  

- Interview with Inside Hook 

https://www.insidehook.com/article/health-and-fitness/rise-nudism-naturism-post-covid  

- Interview with the Naturisten Federatie Nederland (Dutch Naturist Federation); 

https://www.natuurlijknfn.nl/onderzoek/  

- Interview with Associazione Naturista Italiana (The Italian Naturist Association); 

http://www.naturismoanita.it/news-e-eventi/nudo-news/193-italia-naturista-02-2  

 

Multiculturalism 

- Erken Eid al-Fitra als nationale feestdag [make-eid-al-fitra-national-holiday]; Opinion piece on the 

recognition of minority holidays, published on the website of Metro 

https://www.metronieuws.nl/lezerscolumn/bouke-de-vries/actueel/2016/12/erken-het-suikerfeest-als-

nationale-feestdag  

 

Black make-up traditions  
My work on black make-up traditions has been referenced in e.g.  

• De Volkskrant https://www.volkskrant.nl/mensen/de-invloedrijke-filosoof-peter-singer-begon-een-

tijdschrift-voor-omstreden-ideeen-zoals-die-van-

hemzelf~b804eb38/?referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2F  

• Süddeutsche Zeitung  https://www.sueddeutsche.de/wissen/wissenschaft-magazin-1.531242   

• Die Zeit https://www.zeit.de/2021/21/journal-of-controversial-ideas-diskurs-

wissenschaft?utm_referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2F  

https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/9037/pdf/
https://blogs.bmj.com/medical-ethics/2021/03/23/paying-people-to-move-to-care-homes-within-lower-income-countries-daft-or-desirable/
https://blogs.bmj.com/medical-ethics/2021/03/23/paying-people-to-move-to-care-homes-within-lower-income-countries-daft-or-desirable/
https://floridanewstimes.com/rich-countries-advise-paying-older-people-living-in-long-term-care-facilities-in-low-income-countries/187396/
https://floridanewstimes.com/rich-countries-advise-paying-older-people-living-in-long-term-care-facilities-in-low-income-countries/187396/
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2021-03-elderly-homes-income-countries-rich.html
https://www.esquiresg.com/features/naturism-nudism-naturalism-public-nakedness-free-the-nipple-modesty/
https://www.esquiresg.com/features/naturism-nudism-naturalism-public-nakedness-free-the-nipple-modesty/
https://www.insidehook.com/article/health-and-fitness/rise-nudism-naturism-post-covid
https://www.natuurlijknfn.nl/onderzoek/
http://www.naturismoanita.it/news-e-eventi/nudo-news/193-italia-naturista-02-2
https://www.metronieuws.nl/lezerscolumn/bouke-de-vries/actueel/2016/12/erken-het-suikerfeest-als-nationale-feestdag
https://www.metronieuws.nl/lezerscolumn/bouke-de-vries/actueel/2016/12/erken-het-suikerfeest-als-nationale-feestdag
https://www.volkskrant.nl/mensen/de-invloedrijke-filosoof-peter-singer-begon-een-tijdschrift-voor-omstreden-ideeen-zoals-die-van-hemzelf~b804eb38/?referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2F
https://www.volkskrant.nl/mensen/de-invloedrijke-filosoof-peter-singer-begon-een-tijdschrift-voor-omstreden-ideeen-zoals-die-van-hemzelf~b804eb38/?referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2F
https://www.volkskrant.nl/mensen/de-invloedrijke-filosoof-peter-singer-begon-een-tijdschrift-voor-omstreden-ideeen-zoals-die-van-hemzelf~b804eb38/?referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2F
https://www.sueddeutsche.de/wissen/wissenschaft-magazin-1.531242
https://www.zeit.de/2021/21/journal-of-controversial-ideas-diskurs-wissenschaft?utm_referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2F
https://www.zeit.de/2021/21/journal-of-controversial-ideas-diskurs-wissenschaft?utm_referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2F
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Languages 

Dutch:   Native    

English:   Fluent (C2) 

German:   Fluent (C1)  

Italian    Good (B1) 

French:   Basic User (A2) 

Frisian:    Passive command 

 


